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Matthew 12:33-37 
 

What	do	you	do	to	get	ready	for	people	coming	to	
your	house?	Perhaps	you	clean	or	prepare	special	
food,	or	draw	them	a	picture	or	make	a	sign.		John	
the	Baptist	had	the	important	job	of	helping	to	get	
people	ready	for	Jesus’	coming,	and	he	did	his	job	
well.		He	made	his	whole	life	about	waiting	for	Jesus,	
and	he	didn’t	miss	him	when	he	came.		We	have	the	
chance	to	live	in	a	way	similar	to	John.		We	have	the	
chance	to	keep	our	eyes	open	for	Jesus’	kingdom	
coming	in	small	ways	and	we	have	the	chance	to	
help	bring	his	kingdom	to	our	broken	world	by	loving	
and	serving	others	the	way	that	our	King	Jesus	did.			
	
Discuss	together	some	ways	you	can	prepare	the	
way	for	Jesus	in	your	community	or	your	school.				
	
 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Certain	creatures	have	always	struggled	to	get	along:	
cats	and	mice,	dogs	and	squirrels,	birds	and	worms,	
lions	and	antelope.		It’s	hard	to	imagine	that	ever	
changing.		But	our	reading	today	tells	us	that,	one	
day,	the	most	committed	enemies	will	live	together	
in	peace.		Someone	from	the	family	of	Jesse,	the	
father	of	King	David,	will	be	full	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	
will	make	peace.		But	he	will	bring	more	than	
peace!		He	will	also	bring	justice;	he	will	make	the	
world	right	again.		And	when	he	makes	the	world	
right	again,	everyone	will	know	the	Lord.	
	
What	other	enemies	can	you	think	of?		Pray	that	the	
Lord	will	protect	the	weak	in	our	world	and	will	
continue	and	complete	the	work	of	making	all	things	
right	again.		And	pray	for	the	people	you	know	who	
have	turned	their	backs	on	God;	pray	that	God	will	
rescue	them	and	make	their	hearts	soft.	
	

Matthew 24:36-44 
 

When	you	are	waiting	for	your	friend	or	a	family	
member	to	come	over,	do	you	ask	your	mom	or	dad	
when	they	will	arrive?	Do	you	sit	at	the	window	and	
watch	for	them?		Do	you	run	out	in	the	driveway	
when	you	see	their	car?		Though	Israel	had	waited	
long,	Jesus	came	in	a	way	no	one	expected.		God’s	
word	tells	us	that	his	second	coming	will	be	similar.		
No	one	will	know	when	it’s	going	to	happen.		In	this	
passage,	Jesus	encourages	his	disciples	to	stay	
awake.	No,	he	doesn’t	mean	that	you	never	have	to	
go	to	bed	again;	he	means	that	we	should	keep	
watch	for	him,	full	of	hope	that	he	will	keep	his	
promise.	He	will	come	again.		
	
 
Spend	some	time	as	a	family	talking	about	how	you	
can	keep	your	eyes	open	for	the	hope	of	our	coming	
King	during	Advent.		How	can	you	be	a	person	who	
brings	this	kind	of	hope	into	the	world?		Pray	
together,	thanking	God	for	the	hope	the	gospel	
offers	us	that	he	is	making	all	things	new.			
 	

Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

Have	you	ever	had	to	walk	around	in	the	dark?		You	
always	walk	a	little	slower	than	usual,	and	
sometimes	you	hold	your	hands	out	in	front	of	you	
so	you	don’t	run	into	any	walls	or	bump	into	the	
corner	of	your	kitchen	table.		When	the	darkness	is	
spiritual,	people	aren’t	always	careful.		People	bump	
into	one	another	and	get	into	fights.		And	we	get	so	
used	to	the	darkness	that	we	start	to	think	we	can	
see	clearly;	but	we’re	still	in	darkness.		Today’s	
reading	from	Isaiah	the	prophet	tells	us	about	a	
future	day	when	God’s	light	will	shine	on	everyone,	
when	“all	the	nations”	will	look	to	God	for	help	and	
will	learn	from	him.		And	when	we	see	clearly	in	the	
light	of	the	Lord,	we	won’t	have	wars	anymore	or	
any	fighting.			
	
Take	a	minute	or	two	to	walk	around	the	house	in	
the	dark.		What	would	it	be	like	if	it	were	a	strange	
place?		Pray	for	the	light	of	God	to	enlighten	our	
darkness.		Pray	for	the	day	to	come	when	nations	
will	“beat	their	swords	into	plowshares.”		How	can	
you	be	a	child	of	peace	today?	
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Matthew 1:1-17 
 

Think	of	the	people	who	love	you	the	most.		You’re	
probably	sitting	with	many	of	them	right	now.		What	
is	something	that	someone	in	your	family	has	done	
this	Advent	season	that	has	shown	you	how	much	
they	loved	you?		Share	with	one	another.		It	is	a	
great	gift	from	God	to	have	family	that	loves	us	well.		
But	no	love	from	a	person	can	ever	match	the	love	
God	showed	us	in	Jesus	Christ.	1	John	4:9	says	“This	
is	how	God’s	love	was	displayed	among	us.	He	sent	
his	one	and	only	Son	into	the	world	that	we	might	
live	through	him.”	The	very	God	of	the	entire	
universe	chose	to	make	himself	a	tiny,	helpless	baby	
and	to	live	among	us	in	our	sad	and	sin-sick	world,	to	
die	as	the	ransom	for	our	sins,	to	rise	again,	and	to	
bring	his	kingdom	into	our	world	right	now	and	not	
yet.		
	
If	we	ever	have	trouble	remembering	God’s	great	
love	for	us,	if	we	grow	weary	waiting	for	his	kingdom	
to	come	again,	we	only	need	to	look	to	the	person	of	
Jesus	Christ.		Immanuel,	God	with	us.				

 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Do	you	like	surprises?		Have	you	ever	received	a	
surprise--a	present,	maybe--so	unexpected,	so	
unlooked-for,	that	it	amazed	you	and	left	you	
breathless?		In	our	first	three	readings	from	the	
prophet	Isaiah,	we	heard	about	God’s	promise	to	
bring	light	and	peace	and	justice	and	joy	to	all	the	
nations	of	the	earth.		But	how?		What	in	the	world	
could	actually	make	this	real?		In	today’s	reading,	we	
hear	that	a	young	woman	will	have	a	baby	named	
Immanuel,	which	means,	“God	has	come	to	live	with	
us.”		That	is	the	answer	to	all	the	questions!		God	
doesn’t	plan	to	raise	up	a	merely	human	king	who	
will	make	things	better;	he	plans	to	come	himself	as	
King	to	make	things	right.		Immanuel,	of	course,	is	
our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	who	is	the	light	of	the	world,	
who	made	peace	by	the	blood	of	his	cross,	who	
clothes	us	in	his	own	justice,	and	who	fills	us	with	joy	
in	his	presence.		The	Son,	sent	by	the	Father	to	save	
us	and	to	transform	both	us	and	the	world,	is	the	
greatest	gift	ever	given.	
	
Pray	that	the	Lord	will	help	us	to	see	Jesus	more	
clearly	today.		

 

Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34 
	
When	Jesus	walked	on	this	earth,	it	must	have	been	
a	sight	to	behold!	This	passage	tells	us	that	Jesus	was	
making	things	new	even	as	he	walked	on	this	earth,	
and	yet	it	also	tells	us	that,	one	day,	he	will	come	
back	and	make	all	things	new.		This	passage	shows	
us	what	it	is	like	to	live	as	citizens	of	heaven	in	a	
broken	and	fallen	world.		Like	John	who	was	in	jail,	
we	still	see	and	feel	the	sadness	and	brokenness	of	
sin	in	our	world,	but	we	are	also	seeing	and	hearing	
about	the	sadness	and	the	brokenness	coming	
undone,	about	Jesus	making	things	new.			
	
There	is	a	song	that	has	the	words,	“almost,	not	yet,	
already.”*		When	Jesus	came,	he	started	bringing	his	
kingdom	with	him,	but	it	is	not	all	the	way	here	yet.		
We	have	the	joy	of	working	alongside	of	the	Lord	as	
he	blesses	all	people	of	the	world	and	makes	
everything	new.			
	
	
	
*”Mary	Consoles	Eve”	from	Waiting	Songs	
		

Isaiah 35:1-10 
 
When	was	the	last	time	you	were	sad?		Sadness	can	
make	it	hard	to	remember	the	good	things.		When	
was	the	last	time	you	were	sick?		Sickness	can	make	
it	hard	to	imagine	ever	being	healthy	again.		In	
today’s	reading	from	the	prophet	Isaiah,	we	read	
that	sadness	and	sickness,	sorrow	and	brokenness	
won’t	last	forever.		The	sick,	the	injured,	the	broken-
-all	of	them	will	be	made	healthy	and	whole.		And	
the	sad--they	will	sing	for	joy.		And	the	health	and	
wholeness,	the	laughter	and	joy--these	will	last	
forever!			
	
Pray	for	those	who	are	sad	and	injured	and	
chronically	ill;	pray	that	God	will	fill	them	with	hope	
and	peace.	
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Isaiah 9: 2-7	
	
You’ve	probably	heard	adults	talking	a	lot	about	the	
government	this	year,	haven’t’	you?		Any	time	we	
vote,	we’re	tempted	to	think	that	the	person	we	
vote	for	will	transform	things	to	be	the	way	they	
should	be.		But	a	few	years	later,	we	all	find	
ourselves	disappointed	because	even	the	most	
powerful	human	rulers	are	not	able	to	make	things	
right	again.	The	gospel	of	Jesus	sets	us	free	from	
needing	people	to	fix	the	world.		In	our	Isaiah	
passage,	we	hear	some	of	the	most	famous	words	
about	Christmas.	These	words,	written	more	than	
3000	years	ago	are	still	the	truest	words	there	are.		
Jesus,	the	light	of	the	whole	world,	has	come.		He	is	
the	Savior	who	finally	brings	Hope.	He	is	the	Prince	
who	makes	Peace.	He	is	the	Teacher	who	shows	us	
the	way	of	Joy.	He	is	the	Mighty	God	who	rules	his	
world	with	Love.			
	
As	a	family,	pray	a	prayer	of	thanks	for	Jesus	who	is	
and	will	be	King	over	all	the	earth	and	finish	your	
time	together	by	singing	Come	Thou	Long	Expected	
Jesus.		

Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

You’ve	probably	heard	adults	talking	a	lot	about	the	
government	this	year,	haven’t’	you?		Any	time	we	
vote,	we’re	tempted	to	think	that	the	person	we	
vote	for	will	transform	things	to	be	the	way	they	
should	be.		But	a	few	years	later,	we	all	find	
ourselves	disappointed	because	even	the	most	
powerful	human	rulers	are	not	able	to	make	things	
right	again.	The	gospel	of	Jesus	sets	us	free	from	
needing	people	to	fix	the	world.		In	our	Isaiah	
passage,	we	hear	some	of	the	most	famous	words	
about	Christmas.	These	words,	written	more	than	
3000	years	ago	are	still	the	truest	words	there	are.		
Jesus,	the	light	of	the	whole	world,	has	come.		He	is	
the	Savior	who	finally	brings	Hope.	He	is	the	Prince	
who	makes	Peace.	He	is	the	Teacher	who	shows	us	
the	way	of	Joy.	He	is	the	Mighty	God	who	rules	his	
world	with	Love.			
	
As	a	family,	pray	a	prayer	of	thanks	for	Jesus	who	is	
and	will	be	King	over	all	the	earth	and	finish	your	
time	together	by	singing	Come	Thou	Long	Expected	
Jesus.		

 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

You’ve	probably	heard	adults	talking	a	lot	about	the	
government	this	year,	haven’t’	you?		Any	time	we	
vote,	we’re	tempted	to	think	that	the	person	we	
vote	for	will	transform	things	to	be	the	way	they	
should	be.		But	a	few	years	later,	we	all	find	
ourselves	disappointed	because	even	the	most	
powerful	human	rulers	are	not	able	to	make	things	
right	again.	The	gospel	of	Jesus	sets	us	free	from	
needing	people	to	fix	the	world.		In	our	Isaiah	
passage,	we	hear	some	of	the	most	famous	words	
about	Christmas.	These	words,	written	more	than	
3000	years	ago	are	still	the	truest	words	there	are.		
Jesus,	the	light	of	the	whole	world,	has	come.		He	is	
the	Savior	who	finally	brings	Hope.	He	is	the	Prince	
who	makes	Peace.	He	is	the	Teacher	who	shows	us	
the	way	of	Joy.	He	is	the	Mighty	God	who	rules	his	
world	with	Love.			
	
As	a	family,	pray	a	prayer	of	thanks	for	Jesus	who	is	
and	will	be	King	over	all	the	earth	and	finish	your	
time	together	by	singing	Come	Thou	Long	Expected	
Jesus.		

	

Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

You’ve	probably	heard	adults	talking	a	lot	about	the	
government	this	year,	haven’t’	you?		Any	time	we	
vote,	we’re	tempted	to	think	that	the	person	we	
vote	for	will	transform	things	to	be	the	way	they	
should	be.		But	a	few	years	later,	we	all	find	
ourselves	disappointed	because	even	the	most	
powerful	human	rulers	are	not	able	to	make	things	
right	again.	The	gospel	of	Jesus	sets	us	free	from	
needing	people	to	fix	the	world.		In	our	Isaiah	
passage,	we	hear	some	of	the	most	famous	words	
about	Christmas.	These	words,	written	more	than	
3000	years	ago	are	still	the	truest	words	there	are.		
Jesus,	the	light	of	the	whole	world,	has	come.		He	is	
the	Savior	who	finally	brings	Hope.	He	is	the	Prince	
who	makes	Peace.	He	is	the	Teacher	who	shows	us	
the	way	of	Joy.	He	is	the	Mighty	God	who	rules	his	
world	with	Love.			
	
As	a	family,	pray	a	prayer	of	thanks	for	Jesus	who	is	
and	will	be	King	over	all	the	earth	and	finish	your	
time	together	by	singing	Come	Thou	Long	Expected	
Jesus.		

 


